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Dear Mr. Lawton, 
 

I am collecting data for 
an article on Shaker furniture which 
may come out in “Antiques,” and am 
writing you particularly to fund out 
if you have any available informa- 
tion, or can suggest references concerning 
this industry in the old Shirley 
families. 
  

In the first place, was furni- 
ture manufactured at all in that  
branch of the sect? It was a 
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common industry, I know, but evi- 
dently not universal. I would also 
like to find out, in case it was  
made there, something about the 
scale on which this occupation was 
carried on, the kinds of furniture  
constructed, methods of manufacture, 
materials, disposition of product,  
prices, etc. 
 
 I remember, in the memorable  
Camp Devens days, that you possessed 
several rare books and documents  
about the life of the Shirley Shakers, 
 
 



Letter from Ted Andrews to Frank Lawton, January 1934 
Collection of Shirley Historical Society 

3 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
relating mainly, however – am I not 
right? – to their social and religious 
practices. Perhaps if there is no  
local literature on this subject  
of furniture, it is still possible 
through oral tradition, to collect 
some pertinent facts. It is quite 
necessary for me to correlate what I 
know of the industry in such  
places as Mt. Lebanon, N.Y. and 
Harvard, Mass. with as much data as 
Possible from the other settlements.
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It will be interesting to write, among 
other things, how much standardiza- 
tion there was in this comparatively 
early industry. You do not happen  
to know whethe where there are any 
cuts ot sketches of early Shaker 
chairs, tables, chests of drawers or  
stools – contemporary practices, I mean? 
 
 This writing about and collecting 
old furniture is still a side-line 
with us, but always increasing in 
interest. I am engaged in getting out 
 a doctor’s dissertation in education 
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But have given up teaching for this 
year. We are just getting settled in 
a new home after a rather trying autumn. 
Both children and I were sick, and  
my mother died about three weeks 
ago after a short illness, though she  
had not been well for two years. 
 
 We have enjoyed greatly your 
delightful contributions to “The Anti- 
quarrian” and have long contemplated 
a visit which I hope may materialize  
before next summer is over. Remember 
us to Shirley. Sincerely your friend 
   

Ted Andrews 
 
 
 


